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TO THE 
= Right Reverend and Honourable 


MY LORD 
BISHOP ff LONDON, 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
S it was an Ad of the Higheſt Charity and Conde- 
ſeention in your Lordſhip, ( upon Dr. Lloyd's 
Motion ) ſo ſpeedily and effeFually to Addreſs 

.” your ſelf to bis Majeſty for a Reprieve 0 - . 
dy from Death, Fl ſome ſmall time, in order to the Prepo- 
ration of my Soul for that Eternity I am ready to enter on ; 
fo that I think my ſelf in Duty and Gratitude obliged, not 
only to grve ſorze Account tothe World: how that time is Enz- 
ployed, but alſo wo pony —_— Ordered _ 
Diſpoſed of as ſhall ſeem beſt to your Lordſhips great Wiſ- 
rag” be thou wg ( F- I hope pal a hp 
Caveat againſt bold and daring Impiety ) I humbly deſire it 
” nay not (teal abroad, but take along with it the Honour 
& well as'2thority of your Lordſhip's Imprimatur. That 
Learned aud Charitable Perſon which Preſents- it to your 

, Lordſhip, has promiſed to Order and Diſpoſe of the confuſion p 
3 of the e looſe Papers, ſs as ſhall be leaſt troubleſome to your 
.ordſhip in the Peruſal ; and to make my Apology for Pre- 
ſenting theme to ſuch an Honourable Hand, in ſuch a Rude 

and Diſorderly Form. The Circumſtances of my preſent 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Condition will not ſi er wo to put thew in any better ; Aut 
what 1 bave now end 1 our Honor i ficere the 
Truth, and _—_ is - + _ but what is Ca xalt 
Tranſcript of thoſe Imprcſſuons upon my Conſcience. 
I oe 4 y o ſome _ So oe to he ear 
ment of His Glory, whow I haze ſo beyond all Example diſ- 
rank ; and ined a that jon = willing to. mu 
irrational -« x to ſupport themſelves in their Atheiſze 
and Debanthery, That our Excellew! Religion, and this $a- 
cred and Honqurable Profeſſzon, are not ta be Judged 
and diſparaged for the —_— of ſuch unſound Mem- 
bers as I bave been. This gives me alſo ſome Ground 
to hope, that I ſhall obtaingygour Lordſhips Pardon and 
Prayers, together with that of the numerous Clergy under 
Jour Lordſbip's Government, in this great and populous Ci- 
ty; which 1 moſt humbly and. heartily begg. God continue 
your Honour to be what you are, as. great an Ornament to 
the Proteſtant Profeſſzon, as I have been @ Scandal to it. 
In a deep Senſe of your abundant Charity, I ſhall not ceaſe to 
improve that Breath you have borrowed for. me, as for my 
'Qwr, ſo for 


Your Lordſhip's Eternal Happinefs. 


Robert Foulkes. 
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HA T they who have ſeen the former ill le of my 
Life and do now look on this diſmal on of it, 
might not be Spectators diſappointed; as I had great 

| , Reaſon ſo I had a good Occaſion. to encourage me in 

this following Accapnt. | 
That Great God that brings Good out of Evil, ſo ordered it, 

that that very Evening after my Condemnation,l recet= 4 1, 

ved a very ſeaſonable Viſit from a * Reverend Perſon, FEY 

Indeed the Vitt was but ſhort, and our Diſcourſe alſo interrupted 

wi tter not ſo pertinent to that Lamentable Occafion, ſo that 

( being under great Diſturbance ) I could make little or no- 

thing of itz but as I lay on my Bed that Night, about one or 

two of the clock, it came into my thoughts againz and upon 
the ſearch of my Memory, I recollected two things, which, in 

Anſwer to my earneſt Requeſt for his Afifiance, that Worthy 

Perſon had dire&ted me to, The firtt was, to Glorifie God : 


The other, as a mcans to promote that Chief End, to wipe off 
. all 


TE 

all 1 could of the Scandal and Reproach which my Vicious Life 
and Tgnominious Death refleed upon my Fundtion 3 and both 
theſe, He told me, 'could not be -. more EffeQtually performed, 
than by a full Confeſſion of my manifold Enormities, I then 
reſolved upon it, and as foon as I could procure Pen and Paper, 
ſet about itz being willing with all my Heart to Juſtihe the Holy 
and Righteous God, and all I can to Vindicate that Reverend 
Employment from unjuſt Aſperſions, though it redounds never ſo 
much to my own Shame and Reproach : and cannot otherwiſe be 
imputed to my Profeſſion, but as the Effect of great Ignorance of, 
or great Malignity againſt Canons and Conſtitutions ſo Regular 
and Orderly in every Circumſtance, ſuch as ſtrictly oblige to great 
Circumſpe&ion and Exatt Walking 3 from which Excellent Rules 
I wretchedly departed, as appears by the following Audit of my 
Life and Actions. I had made no conſiderable Progreſs in that 
Work, but I found my ſelf interrupted by that Conſideration, 
That God would not Approve or Licenſe David's Intention of 
Building him a Temple to Glorihe his Name in, becauſe his hands 
had been too deeply concerned in Blood. *Twas of no Difficult, 
but of very diſcouraging Application 3 but whether this were a 
Deſign of Satan, or a plot of my own Corruption, or a Concur- 
rence of both, I will not ſtand to Examine. The Advice of ano- 
ther Able Perſon ſo Encouraged me, and baffled the ObjeQion, 
that it vaniſhed of it ſelf. That removed, I conſidered, that 
being. now ſummoned to a ſpeedy Appearance before the Impar- 
tial and moſt Dreadful Tribunal of the Jul and Righteous Judge of 
all the Earth, - there to Anſwer for thoſe fhany and. heinous 
Sins, viſible in my Vicious and Ill-ked Life ; I hold my ff obliged 
to enter into a narrow Search, -and a very cloſe Inſpection of my 
Heart and all my Wayes. And though my Crimes be ſo Crying 
and Publick, the Aggravations of them ſuch as make eye” 
cecding ſinful, that the ſhame of them doth cover me, my Hor- 
rour for them, and the juſt Reward due to them here on my Body, 
hereafter on my Soul, in the more dreadful and terrible Miſeries 
of Eternal and unquenchable Burnings, that theſe Sins muſt. needs 
draw upou me, if the hand of Infinite Mercy does not ſnatch me 
as a brand out of the Flame; though, I ſay, thclſe General Con- - 
kderations hive almoſt diſtrated my Thoughts, yet I cannot find 


any _ 
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reſt till I have made a more diligent Scrutiny, a more diſti 
and particular di of all that Wickedneſs that was damm'd 
up in my Heart, as the Spring and Fountain 3 and burſt out 
_ into-ſuch Rapid and impetuous Streams of Prophaneneſs in 
my Lite, 
Such were my Irregularities, that I have juſt Cauſe, and had 
long ago reaſon to ſmart under the ſeverity of David's R 
or rather of David's God : So the words run, Pſal. 50..16. But 
unto the wicked, ſaith God, What haſt thou to do to declare my Sta- 
txtes, or that thou ſhonld'ft take my Covenant into thy month, ſeeing 
thou hateſt Inftruttion , and caſteſt my words behind thee, and haſt 
| been partdker with Adulterers : but then, Conſnetudo peccandi tol- 
lebat ſenſum peceati. 1 was of proof againſt the ſtroaks of Divine 
Comminations. Foot” 
- But now that my Sins have found me out, and Gods Juſtice has 
overtaken and arreſted me, ſo that I am to be a SpeRtacle to the 
World, I may be heard to publiſh my Sin, and leave this Warni 
behind me; that-all that ſhall bear or ſee it may fear, and do no more j 
Wickedly : And in particular, that they who by my ill Life have 
been led to ill thoughts of that Hol Profeſſion and Calling fo dif- 
honoured, or of that pure Church of which I was an un y Meme 
ber, and a more unworthy Teacher z may no more blaſpheme the 
Fun&ion of the Minittry, the Chriſtian Faith; or the Church of 
pn 3 but be rather ſtruck with Horror at my baſe Apoſtacy 
Impiety, and that by my Example He that (tands may take heed 
- Jeſt be fall, and ſuch as are fallen may be moved to Remember their 
firſt Love and doe their firſt Workgs 3 leſt the like Horrible Judg- 
ments purſue and overtake them. | 
- Let the Circumſtances of my Condition add weight to my 
Words 3 Dying men have no Temptation to warp them from 
Sincerity, they cannot then be ſuſpected Either to Lye or De- 
ceive : And-.though my 'former preaching was blaſted by my 
Scandalous Living, and conld not be of any Worth or Conſi- 
deration 3 yet theſe my laſt Words, together with my fad Condi- 
tion, willt(I hope,) ſo Aﬀec all Perſons, as to engage their Conli- 
deration of what I ſay.. | 
I confefs then, to Gods Glory and my own Shame, that 
the Hand of Heaven had been exceeding bountiful to me 3 that 


great 
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God that fillet [4] ho s 

great God that. with his Bleſſing li thing; had 
loaded me with Benefits ;- of his Fatnſd I _—_ Soo 
Grace, John 1. 16. that is Copiz & Abnwatlantia Gratiz, he had 
given me all things richly to enjoy; 1 had 'no Reaſon to Mur- 
mur, as it my Portion had been ſparing and penurious, ci- 
ther in Temporals or Spirituals. "eu: 3; 

I, I had my Birth and Education not amongſt- them that 
are Aliens from the” Common wealth of 1/7ael and Strangers 
to the Covenant of Promiſe, &c. But in the Pale of the Church, 
and not in a Church ſtuffed with Error an1 Superſtition, but 
in a Church fo refined and reformed, that it is become the put- 
reſt upon Earth. A Church that teacheth -no other * Doctrine 
but what Chriſt and .his Apoſtles delivered, derives none of 
its Principles from. the puddled Fountain of vain and uncer- 
tain Tradition, but 2 ſure Word of Prophecy is that Spring that 
ſends forth all her Dodtrines; a Church that gives no Encou- 
ragement to Sin, nor Countenance to ſuch vicions Perſons as 
( Alas! )I have been all her Articles, all the Parts of her Wor- 
ſhip, all her Cannons and Conſtitutions are Pure arid Holy ;, and 
ſuch, as allghey that fincerey obſerve them thall certamly be ſaved. 
In this Chorch I lived, though not according to its Rulcsz and in 
this by Gods Aﬀiſtance T ſhall dyc. | 
Ss. 2. ww kr = not yy lr by _ _ _—_ of 

is W NWar ton Spirit wrought {o on my 
Heart, that for ſome time his Fear was before' my Eyes, fo that I 
walked tenderly, and endeavoared to keep my Confcience -void * 
of Offence, towards God and towards Man ; I ſerved him m 
Secret, and Studyed to glorifie hi m my whole Converſa- 
tion. In this Path I walked when I was dedicated. more im- 
mediately to his Servige, and by Impofition of Epiſcopal hands 
was in Anti-Epiſcopal times, ordained a Miniſter of his Holy 
Goſpel. This ſhould have been my Crown, and my Joy, but is 
now my Shame and Reproach, that I knew God , and was 
an Inſftrufor of the Fooliſh, and a Teacher of the Simple, to me 
ore it may be ſaid, Tho» who -teacheft another, teachelt tho rot 
thy ſelf ? Thou that ſayeſt a man ſhould not commit Aduitery, doeſt thou 
commit Adaltery 2 | 


God. 


Ls 
3.God alſo bleſſed me with ccmpetent abilities ſor the diſcharge of 
that FunRion, ſo that had I proſecuted my ſtudies with that induſtry 
and diligence as I did other vanities, I might have attained to greater 
improvements of my own and others underſtandings. 


4. God provided plentiſvlly ſor me; by the favour of a noble and 
an honourable Patron I was fetled yery comfortably as to- all the 
concerns of humane life, Ay lot was fallen in a very fair ground, yea 1 
had a godly heritage, my portion was 1o far from being ſcanty, that 
I had enough and to ſpare, and (till of late) I was beloved of my 
Pariſhioners, and refpeRed in my Neighbourhood, . 


5- The fame bountiful Providence bl: ſed me with as worthy Rela- 
tions, a very faithful affe&ionate Wife, tender of my perſon, careful 
and induſtrious about my affairs, one that had a very good right to 
Solomons Charafter, Prov. ult. One that bleſſed me with four {weet 
Children, and brought me within the reach of that promiſe, Like 4 
fruitful vine, 


Thus in all reſpeAs God dealt graciouſly with me, ſo that I was 
happy as any of my Neighbours ; and, now how much have l to an- 
ſwer for,who had receiv'd ſo many Talents, but inſtead of employing 
them in my Maſters ſervice, did not ſo much as lay them up in a nap- 
kin, but like a prodigal child waſted all this mr riotows living ! 


And now Icome to the laſt and worſt of my condition; wherein 
without any fayour or partiality to my ſelf,I ſhall make a diſcove 
of my ſhame, and expoſe my vicious praQices to the eye of the Sun, 


: That tendernels that was on my Conſcience was not long-liv'd; my 
own corruptions, with the Devils temptations, ſoon overcame it. : 
then returned the Devil attended with ſeven more worſe than him- 
{elf into my {wept and garniſhed ſoul. An unclean, a filthy Devil he 
was. Then I violated my Baptiſmal Vows, and my Ordination En- 
gagements, and the Faith of Weclock, and delivered my ſelf ro work. 
all uncleanneſs with greedineſs ;, | bad eyes full of adultery, that could 
not ceaſe from ſin, The Devil had prepared for me a fad Eg" 

» an 
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and- partner 4n my debaucheries ; ſhe was eaſily nu_ws by mez. . 
and proved afterward a conſtant temptation to me;” .and has 
been the great occaſion of this diſmal concluſion of our wretched 
courſe of life. This being fo remarkably the-ſin of this preſent Ape, 
I will enlarge a little, to conjure all Married perſons to keep that 
Bed undefiled. When that Faith is once broken, the comforts of the 
married life, quickly expire and come to an-end.:. nor is there any 
op ; but ſuch perſons ſoon paſs over all the ſages of fin oy} rus 
from one wickedneſs to another,. till at laſt they ruin-both ſoul and 
body, Open your =_ therefore, and not only look, but contemplate 
upon theſe dreadful and tragick inſtances, oh Adwlterers and Adulre- 
* refſes,and be not enſnared with a Whores charms; truſt not to her kind- 
neſſes, though confirmed with her Oaths,and Execrations, and Tears; 
they lead on te all manner of fin; they wiltwaſte your Eſtate,divide 
your Family; ruin your Health, deſtroy your Soul; and if ever you 
need her friendſhip, ſhe-will moſt perfidioully betray you. 


* Butenno ſovxt of men ſhall the judgments of God more cestain» - . - 


ly fall, than on the Hypocrites, who chiok either to hide, or perhaps 
to gild oyer-their abominations, . ſo as to make-the maſt monſtrous... 
and deformed of their luſts'and vices, pooping under the vizor and - 

mack of Religion, look to deluded eyes with the. beauty and comelie 
neſs of real virtues. 


I thought-amy fin well ſecured under the-proteRtion of one of - 
theſe; | vainly.fancied it was done io ſecret, and that it ſhould never- 
be brought to light ; but I was deceived: the ſcandal of it became fo 
publick, that my Right Reverend Dioceſan the preſent Lord Biſhop 
of Hexeferd, came to the knowledg of it, reproved and admoniſh- 
ed me far it, and ordered his. Court to take cognizance of it. It 
burſt out with that violence, like water long dammed 'up, that all 
took notice of it ;. the love of my friends, the malice of my enemies. -- 
alaxm'd me with it z and what 1 thought to- be an -eArcanum be- 
tweenmy partnerand my ſelf, is now become Fox papali ; the Neigh- - 

oed rings and echoes. again with it, To this I oppoſed my com - 
fident denials,and thoſe.confirmed with Oaths. and Execrations,which-- : 
;&.4 
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' Itos frequently uſed for my own purgation. 1 ftood' allo tpoit pethes 
and Kin of Law, which 1 thought Souls have born me out. _ 
But all this while, though a very ſlave to-my luſt, and-in abſolute 
vaſſatage to my fleſh, yet 1 briskly receiv'd the-affaults of all that op- 
poſed my impious pradtices, and with that ſucceſs, that 1 promiſed 
my ſelf as complete a conqueſt- over them, -as I had obtained over 
my own Conſcience, whoſe accuſations | had:almoſt perfe&ly ftifled, 
ſo that it --made but few and very feeble Attempts upon 


me. 

Once indeed it charged me very furiouſly ; and having the advan- 
tage.of a great fit of fieknels, it made fuch aſſaults upon-me, that fin 
had like to have loſt its hold, for I was driven into great fears, and 
deep apprehenfions, (Oh that I had ſtill continued ſuch + Convert !) 
thoſe fearsextorted confeſſions, the confeſhons begat vows and :pro- 
miſes 3 but wo is me, they allproved abortive, for 1 ſoon returned to 
my vomit, and the health of my body renewed the diſeaſe of my foul; 
the tyrant Sin ſoon recovers its dominion, and'ever ince Con» 
ſcience has been kept under hatches. And to palliate-and hide my fin 
the more, I ſtudied to be more elaborate and-zealous in my Preachi 
to the great ſatisfaion of my Hearers z only I ſeldom medled-wit 
or but very tenderly touched my own beloved fin; 1 went about all 
the parts of my* Miniſterial duty fo carefully, and diſcharged them 
with ſuch approbation, that the judgments of many charitable and 
well-meaning perſons not only acquitted me of the vices I ſtood char- 
ged with, but I deluded their good opinion into ſome thoughtsof 
my innocency and virtue, | 

As in the caſe of eAbrabew, the fowls of the air fell on the carka- 
ſes of the beaſts that were. offered in facrihcez ſo unclean and vicious 
thoughts haunted all my duties and performances; only-with this dif- 
ference, Abraham drove away thoſe,but theſe 1 fed and entertained ge- 
nerally without the leaſt diſturbance to my Conſcience. Indeed at the 
Sacrament ſome fears would ariſe, and the conſideration of the Ex- 
emplary execution of Nadab and Abibu, whereby they became mo- 
numents of Divine vengeance in the very place where they commit- 
ted their ſin, would ſometimes arreſt my confidence, and fill me with 
appreheaſions leſt ſome like judicial proceeding ſhould be ſerved up- 
on me alſo, for daring to preſent my -falle fires upon Gods Altar, 

B 2 which 
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which engaged. me in ſome ſhort liv'd reſtraints, that ſeldom exceed- 


ed two or three daysby theſe arts I'built_ me a houſe without a foun-_ 
dation, 1 procured to my ſelf ſome falſe quiet, and fo deceived my 


ſelf as well as others ; fof now that the ſtorms and rtempeſts, the winds 
and floods of afflition beat again it, I am very ſenſible how it 
ſhakes and is ready to fail on my head, now I bave moſt need of ſhcl- 
ter and prote&ion, Not that I deſpair, that I ſhall yer through the 
Grace and mercy of God, and thoſe excellent aſſitances he hath ſent 
me, ſtick to the Rock of my Salvation. *Tis of dreadful conſideration 
(I know) what the Scripture ſays of the Hypocrites portion. But now 
God hath taken off the mask, I can't be conſidered under that notion, 
an open ſinner, a very great and hainous one is my Charaer 
and I am ſure Chriſt cane to call ſuch to repentance, 


+ Although I never grew to that proficiency in finning, as to*be 


of the Head-form, and to herd my felf amongſt them that ſay, * 


There is no God, no Judgment to come ; yet I muſt confeſs I had tup- 
preſſed, if not utterly laid aſiJe the thoughts of thoſe things ; and 
all my care and contrivance was how to hide my fin from the eyes 
of man. *Tis my wonder now, though then I thought not of it, 
how I ſhould fo baffle and beſor my Reaſon and Underſtanding, as 
well as Conſcience, and run fo counter to what I demonſtrated 
to, and inculcated on my Neighbours in a Diſcourſe on Eccleſ. 11. 
9. where I confidered and argued, and at laſt concluded in rea- 
ſon the neceſſity of Judgment ; and in the cloſe ſhewing the Qu1li- 
fications of the Jucg, I inſiſted ſufficiently for that occaſion upon 
his Omnipreſence and Omniſcience z; and that he does common| 

make ſignal diſcoveries, even in this life bring to light our cloſe 

contrivancesz and yet the impreſſions of that quickly wore out 
of-my own memory. Bur I find, and (in my inſtance) you may 
read, That nothing is fo ſecret but ſhall be revealed : and what 1s 
done in cloſets, fall be publiſhed upon the houſe-top. Be not deceiv:d 
therefore, God is not mocked. He will not tuffer fin to lye always 
concealed, but will bring to light the hidden things of diſhoneſty; 
and when once fin is dereited, he will much leſs indomnifie it, and 


ſuffer it to go unpuniſhed 5; what though the world commend 
you, if your own Confcience condemn you; and God who is grea- 
ter 


- 
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ter than your Conſcience knoweth all things. Whiuber ſpall 4 fly- 
fram bis preſence ? Who when 1 ſaid the Lrinthe ſhell never we, 
wade the darkneſs to br light about me, for the darkneſs and the light 
are both alike to him, | 


11 am now arrived at the height, and by many lower ſteps 
mounted even to the top of impiety, to which by a long courſe 
of many Adulteries | have been fitting my ſelf :  {o. ſuceeſffully 
have-1I fought the battels of this helliſh Commander, that now 
he thinks me courageous enough to be led into a more bloody 
field. Having by many former repeated ads, arrived at laft 


'to a habit in ſinning, my Conſcience became fo ſeared and paſt 


feeling, that I was not afraid to commit this horrid Murther, 
for which, the Law has fo juſtly judged me; a crime of a 
crimſon complexion, of a ſcarlet tinure;; a crime that not on- 
ly bids defyance to God and Rcligion, but the very Digates 
and Principles of Nature and Humanity, would abhor and even 
ſtartle at the ſuggeſtion to'itz a crime indeed not to be 
thought on without horrour 3 ſo formidable and affrighting, 
that abſtraed from its aggravating-circumſtances, it required 
a conſcience of full proof in Satans ſervice to-attempt .it.. To 
deſtroy an innocent Babe, had cruelty enough in it-; but to offer 
violence to the fruit of ones own body, was ſuch a monſtrous 
piece of barbarity, as admits not of a parallel. I cannot remem- 
ber another inſtance. God grant the Repentance may bear ſome 
proportion td the vaſt dimenſions of the ſip. 


When I firſt entred on this difſolute courſe of life, if any 
body could have ſuggeſted ro me where it would have ended, 
I ſhould certainly have anſwered. with the Syrian, Am I a dog 


_ that I ſbould do this! yet 1 am the Dog that did it. Sin in 


its minority is ealily oppoſed ; at firſt to refilt it, requires nat 
ſo much labour ; but there is no withſtanding when it has 
attained _ to maturity: the heights of wickedneſs appear ſo 
monſtrous at a diſtance to one that is ' but newly entering 
upon it, that he flatters himſelf he ſhall never come thither ; 
but after long continuance in it , and ſuppreſſing many Con- 


victions,. 


C1] 
- - ions, —_—— Vows and Reſolutions, after many Eva- 
ſions ro ſhift the” imputation, apologies to excuſe & leſ- 
ſen it, Oaths and Execrations 'to deny it, a man becomes 
frangely altered; he is not what he was, bur is inſenſidly 
brought more and more into the ſnare of the Devil, who leads 
him captive at his pleaſure z and one fin draws.-on another, 
and each of a more deformed produftion than another, , Like 
- the Serpents of Africa, who by their promiſcuous Copulati- 
ons have /engendered tuch ftrange and ugly Monſters as Nature 
never intended ;: Whoſo' allows and licenſes himſelf in the 
prattice of any one fin, though he think it never ſo ſmall, that 
man involves himfelf in a fatal kind of neceſſity to admit of 
a train to attend and ſupport it. Try not thy ſelf, but tryft 
my words, who (with forrow confeſs) I find the Experiment 
to be;true. And if thou art under any temptation to drive 
a trade in fin, though never 10 fmall, and haſt made ſome 
. ventures already, and perhaps haſt receiv'd fome returns of - 
profit or pleature, Oh ! confider and learn from me to con- 
_ clude what a horrible 'wrack and devaſtation it will bring 
-, upon. thee at the laftz Oh remember the precious Soul is 
. aboard the Veſſel; and-if the tempeftuous wrath of God, and 
.. the Horricanes of his ſevere but righteous Judgments ſhould 
-. overtake and fink thee, then-would it appear to thee how 
. great thy folly was, and how irreparable thy loſs; conſider 
the pleaſures of fin are | but for a ſeaſon, and thoſe in low 
. Qegrees ; hazzird not therefore for them a- fulneſs of joy, and 
thoſe pleaſures that are for evermore; reſilk the firſt beginnings, 
.. cruſh the Cockatrice. Every ſtep thou makeſt in fin, brings 
thee in- greater danger repentance may be denied , or come 
| £60 late.*.;Nvr onght any man to -expet that when he hath 
Fielded himfſeff vp to the power of his luſts, it may not end 
-as4nfamoufly and miſerably as mine has now done. 


-- Thus far 1 have-gone; and truly here T' thought to have 
-Ropt z but my Priſon-walls, how clole ſoever, cannot keep out 
theRgeport, That I am repreſented in this City, where for many 
years | have been a ſtranger, under ro better notion than _ | 

| 0 


nn 


- TE Or png Or 
vp.” bl 7 gm 


”» 6 


l W— — —— 


, Fr 3 
| 
: 


C17 7] 
of a_ cormmgn- Drunkard 3, .a fouF and - ſcandalous charge; * 
which as all other imputations,). admits of a deep dye from + 
my p&tſon and profeſhon; and as it makes way for all other 
fins to which'.the Devils temptations ſhall prompt our forward 
: matures, is a vice of pernicious conſequence. But how far 4 am 
concerned, is not time now to conceal. 


I remember the time, and I believe *tis not forgot in my- 
late Neighbourhood , when | had a very competent ſhare of 
temperance and- ſobriety , I can- truly atteſt, that an Alchouſe 
or a Tavern had none, or but a very littte of my cuſtome 
If at any time my occaſions invited me to. them, or their ne- 
ceffity urged me, I went not in without reluancy, I thought 
not them places for me; therefore while L ſtay'd, I was un- 
ealie , and I haſtned my departure : and this was my praftice 
for ſeveral years. He that conſiders my circumſtinces, can't 
in charity ſuſpe&-1- need Witneſſes: Ft 


But alas! I too well remember the time, and I can- give 
but too good an account of the. accaſion of my fall (in any 
degree) into a fin ſo contrary to my nature; + the rather 
refie on it, and I wiſh | may do it with a proportionable ' 
ſorrow., becauſe it was the Child of what was too much the 
fin of my nature, Luſt and Uncleannefs,. theſe involved me in: = 
quarrels and contentions; I had ſuits depending both in the 
Civil and Ecdefiaſtical Courts; and to ſupport the credit and 
intereſt of the Cauſes, 1 ſpent I confeſs, tqo much of my time, 
too 'much. of my Money in publick Houſes, to treat. the 
friends and favourers of the Suits, eſpecially thoſe whoſe in« 
tereſt it was fo promote and continue them; there 1. ſtaid * 
loig, and drank to intemperance; and this I came to de- © 
about two or three years ſince; but 1 have examined | 
humbled my felf, and I thank God., do not find my elf 
burdened with 'any .extraordinary-- guilt -- upon - that-' ace ** 


count, 


Let not+ therefore- the people by their unjuſt detentidts of; = 


F 


[12 ] 
dues, force their Miniſters to legal ſeverities upon any at- 
courit ; what is due, part with willingly, and let it got be 
wrung out by Suits and Law-contentions; I can't certainly 
( in theſe circumſtances) be ſuſpeKed of any ſelfiſh deſign to 
promote my own intereſt in any pleadings of this nature ; I 
have received my laſt, I expet no more; *Twill be their 
advantage therefore, not mine, to admit of theſe*Herſwaſtons 
you can't tell what influences you loſe , what inconveniences 
you incur by any fuch injuſtice, I will leave it to your own 
colleion, Mal. 3. 8, 9, 10, 11. - Beſides a blaſt npon the 
Eſtate, it leaves a blot upon the Name; fuch people as ſtrive 
with the Pricſt, being by the Prophet tiled the worſt of men, 
Hoſ. 4. '4. But as to the people, whether they-will hear, or 
whether they will forbear, 1 have done my duty in leaving 
this Writing behind me, 


Let it not be thought preſumption by the Clergy, in-one who 
in his life-time had too many cxperiences of the ill. effcs and 
inauſpicious conſequences of ſuch differences, now at his death to 
leave his advice _ them z you know where they begin, 
but you can't tell either where or when they will end. 
They are fires which a ſmall matter kindles, but commonly 
improve themſelves into ſuch a flame, as a. whole Neighbour. 
hood affords not water encugh to extinguiſh, and ſometimes 
are not quenched till 'they conſume to aſhes the' fubjefs that 
feed them: Not to reckon up all the miſchiefs it does , 'there 
is too much in this one, the hindrance” of the ſucceſs of your 
Miniftry. As you will be tempted to Preach to the advan- 
tage of your Cauſe, fo the people will receive all your duties 
with prejudice ; and while you quarrel about the Tythe, the 

vil takes the advantage to ruin thoſe fouls of 'which you 
myſt give a ſevere account: The ſecuring or regaining of the 
Churches Rights, was "the anſwer wherewith 1 ſtopped the. 
mouths of all objections ; But now I find to my forrow, that 
the gaining of ſouls, the rights of Chriſt, which he purchaſed 
with his own blood , is upon no account to be- negleted or 


prejudiced. 
+ ks Thus 
Ts 


Thus far' baye I gone, ahdin all probably which Farther 
had I procceded,.it my merciful ' by a ſtrong and irreſi- 
ſtible providetice, had not RRood-in- the. way" and reſiſted me z 
for nothing leſs would conquer my ſtubborn and maſterlels 
Nature. As I defire to ſubmit to it with filence and contented- 
nes, ſo, through; the: aid of ' his :grace, I hope! w' 1aprove it 
to his Glory, and-to fuch' ſpiritual advaprages for my ſelf; as 


will adminiſter' great cauſe of eternal gratitude and thank- | 


fulneſs. 


Now what more canl ſay? I am become. the reproach of. 
men ; [all that fee or hear: of me, either ſhoot our*tbe- 
lip, or ſbaby thehead at me: they ether inſult, upon my fall, 
orare much'troubled atit; forno body can be. indifferent upon 
this occaſion. 


You workers of iniquity, be afraid of the. judgments of God, 
and take no- adFantages or encouragements from my fearf-1] 
backfliding, but rather tremble at i. : Letthis my Confeſſion 
reach * your Conſciences ; beheve it, Religion 1s true, the ter- 
rors of {in are the molt inſupportable things even in this world ; 
but how much more ſhall they be ſo in that blackneſs of 
darknels forevermore. | If youtelr thoſe agomies I have been 
under, that Raok ]:haye been on, you wouldcertainly loath 
the pleaſures of fin, and abhor the thoughts of it. Pray credit 
my experience. 'T'o be Brought to the Bar of an Earthly 
Tribunal, there to be Arraigned: for the precious hfe, before 
a Judge that will not ſpare thee; -ro hear thy Jury find thee 
Guilty, and-thereupon the Judge proceed to Sentence againſt 
thee : "Thele are afightin g and amazang Conſiderations. Bur 
I am ahle to give you.atlurance, that theſe are ( by vaſt de- 


grees) inferiour to that: conſternation tbat ſeizes the guilty Soul, 
in con{ideration of its ſudden ſummons to appear betore the- 


Judgment-ſeat of Chriſt. 


"4 | Think 


0 
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Fhink not vhe worſe of Religion,or of this Church, or of the 
Miniftry, for what I have done. Chriſt choſe twelve, and one 
ob them was a Devil. ' Be tor bardned in fin by what you 
have heard of me, but be tcrrified rather by what is now-be- 


fallen me. 


And for ſuch as have not known theſe depths of Satan, yer 
are under temptatians, and make light of ſome ſins, efpectatly 
the too too faſhionable ſin of Uncleanneſs, ſtay in time, as you 
love your Souls ; delude not your ſelves with theſe vain 
thoughts and argumentartions, I will onely -go fo farin fin, to 
ſucha ſtage in wickedneſs, and no farther ; by thefe ſtairs am I 
come up to this dreadful height, that it amazes. my thoughts 
to look down the fearful precipice I ſtood upon. When once 
men have forſaken God, and caſt his fear behind their backs, 
there is no force can keep ſuch from running into exceſſes of 
riot. Truſt not thereforeto your ſelves, but by me learn, that 
you who do forfſake God, may be forſaken of him, and 
delivered upto the ſnares of a whoriſh woman, out of which, 
all your ſtrength ſhall not difintangle you ; and there is no 
wickedneſs of fo black and ſwarthy a complexion, bur ſuch a 
man iscapable of committing it. Had you but a proſpe& of 
the ſlavery, or would be bur perſuaded of the thraldom of that 
condition, and convinced, with what labour, and care, and 
diligence they run-on the Devilzerrand, and do his drudgery,. 
filling every corner of their. life with trouble and anxieties, 
and thar attended on with extreme hazard and danger, which 
(asin my cafe) moft commonly ends too in utter and irrepa- 
rable ruine ; and then burſts out the filth and ſhame that was 
hitherto concealed , with that ſtrength, as is noifom and 
offenſive to all men. Certainly theſe Conſiderations but ſer:- 
oufly adverted to, eſpecially. when proved by fuch dreadful 
and lamentable inftances, would teave. ſome umpreflions, and 
contribute towards a reformation. 


And- as for you that tremble at the judgments of God, 
white you ſtand, take heed leſt you fall. Grye diligence to 
| . make, 


(15) 
make your Calling and EleQtion ſure : Work out your falva- 
rion with fear and trembling; rake heed and beware of fal- 
ling from God, and of lacking in, -much more of an utter 
fighting and rejection of Religious duties; for ſuch an Apo- 
ſtacy is oftea attended with ſome _— deſertion. God had 


done ſo well for me, that it might have been juſtly ſaid, 
What more could have been done for him? —_ 


you have 

heard how in all circumſtances. - I lap in the Sunſhine of his 

favour, being repleniſhed with Divine bleſlings. I could 

have ſaid with the Propher, .Ne maketh me to lie down in py ,. 

green paſtures, he prepared a table for me in"the preſence of 

mine enemies, my cup ran over. Indeed my paſture was one» Ver. x. 

ly too rank and ſurteiting. Feſuron-like, I waxed fat, and 

kicked, for want of applying to my own practiſe, what I oft 

inculcated upon others, Moſes his caution to the [/raelites, T Deue.s. 11,12. 

degenerated into 1/rae/s (in; inſtead of — I for- & 8.10,11,12. 
at God my Saviour, and my mind becoming earthly and ſen- 

ſual, Llightly eſteemed the Rock of my ſalvation: Therefore 

he in his moſt juſt Judgment delivered me-up to the luſts of 

my own heart. And you ſee what a courſe I have run, and 

where itended.-. You therefore that know his name, dread his 

judgments, walk humbly before him, and i «lf your ways ac- pry. 3. 5 

knowledge him, not truſting your own underſtanding, or your 

own hearts, with the government and direction of your ways. 


There is another ſort of perſons I ſhall humbly preſume 
to leave a warning for: Not that I think my ſelf able ro 
teach, or inſtruct their underſtandings ; but the fad circum- 
ſtances of my preſent condition encourage my hope, I may 
have a perſwading influence upon them, that what they 
know may be reduced to practiſe. I have indeed been ſuch a 
reproach unto them, that I may be afraid and aſhamed ts 
name them ; yet I know their charity is ſuch, that they will 
bear with me in this liberty I rake, to ſpeak and to be freein 
my ſpeech unto them, 


Cz You 


(46) 


You therefore that are. the: Paſtors :of the flock of God, 


which he hath purchaſed with his awn- blood, Feed that flock, 


let your light ſhine, and by moſt Exemplary lives, wipe off the 
blemiſh that I have broughr on your moſt holy Fandiion. You 


throw mighty and inſuperable difhcultes in your.own way, - 
tu 


and too effectually obſtruct rhe ſucceſs of your own endea- 
vours, if you do otherwiſe. I have found the experiment too 
true, that looſe living: is fatal and deſtructive to the ends of 
ſtrict preaching. ''The : Minifterial employment being to 
demoliſh the ſtrong holds of Satan, whe fo takes +liberty to 
ſin, countermines Fimſelf : and in ſtead of ſhaking, fortifies 
the kingdom of the Devil. What effteCts can that Ambaſſador 
expect when his actions ſhall contradict his inſtructions. 
Hier. in Epift Wuomado poteſt prajes Ececleſice auferre malum de medio, qui 
ad Tit. in delitum ſimile corruit ? with what reaſon ſhall I diſwade 
another from that diſh I ſo heartily feed upon my ſelf, which 
yet I often. did, as if I would make a monopoly of Sin, 
and ingroſs it. all to my ſelf. There 1s this inconvenience in 
* Qs liber-"it, * Thar it greatly conhnes and ſtraightens a mans zeal and 
rate peccantem affection, ſo that in the management of the ſword of the 
corripere poreſ?, Spirit he cannot ſo heartily, and with that vigour fetch his 
Ele fbi reſp ,. blow againſt fin, and hew it-all to pieces. Though I acted my 
det. per. { part but too too artificially, yet 1 found my ſelf under this con- 
admifiſeque tinement : Tis not to kindle but to ſnuff the light in your 
corriper. underſtandings, that I refer you to St. Pauls inſtructions, to 
Her. ubi ſup. Timothy and- Tis : the one: he commands to be an example 
to believers in. his Converſation, the other in all things taſbew 
1 7im. 4. 12. himſelf a pattern of good works ; and St. Peter exhorts the 
m_ 4 elders to be examples to the flock : *ris the ſame word 1n all the 
vatlh. three places, w2©-, a metaphor from a ſeal or ſtamp to which 
the people are like wax, and accordingly receive the 3m- 

preiÞ:on. ; | 


Anbr. de Dix The Miniſter is the peoples Looking-glaſs, by which they 
Sacerd, commonly drels themſelyes: now it the glaſs be falſe and 
coun- 


»- 
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counterfair, how ſquallid and deformed mult their attire be ? 
Pardon me, I pray, that I thus prefume toinſtruct you ; the in- 
tention of my defire for the preſervation of orhers from 
thoſe- deſtructive paths wherein I welked, has tranſported 
me thus far. I ol wake but one ſtep more, and then we will 
part tor good and all; I go before ro Judgment and you muſt 
tollow after. In the Levitical Law I-find that the weights and 
meaſures of the Sanctuary double the: common ; certainly the 
ſins of the Officers of the Sanctuary double and treble the like 
of common people. This: is an i — and colle&tion, 
from what we read of their expiatory offering ( God preach 
this Doctrine to my heart, and make viſible in my practice) 
If the Prieſt anointed ſinned, his offering and expiation did not ©**#t- 4- 3, 
only exceed that of the-Vulgar but even that of the Magiſt- '*» 3» **: 
rate; nay was to be equal to that of the whole Congregation. 
A deep meaſure of Repentance, a greater proporuon of Sor- 
row is certainly required of Conſecrated | an ſuppoling 
their fins to- be the ſame inall other circumſtances ; thedignity 
of their employment gives their 1mpietics the deep die, and 
will certainly aggravate their puniſkment : Grands dignitas 
ſacerdotum, ſed et grandis ruina ſi peccant, a man of your pro- 
feſſion is ſaved with greater Lficulry than anorher; the reaſon 
of it affrights me, let it awaken you : Quia debet rationem Aquinas. 
reddere de proprics et alienis. Labour therefore ſo topraftice 
r own-preaching, as that you may both fave your ſelves 
and thoſe that hear you. 


To that end, be not cartþly-minded, nor lifted up with a 
proſperous condition; let not your plenty become your ſnare, or 
puff you with pride ; make no proviſion for your fleſh;but by fre- 
quent faſting and prayer, duties by me much neglected, keep in 
ſubjeCtionthe infolent Rebel, at leaſt diſarm and diſable him as 
much as youcan ; otherwiſche will employ youn the ſerviceof 
fin, and cauſe you to fall under the coademnation of the Devil. 
Remember me, who though now ſodeplorable a ſpectacle, yer 
was once, as little likely to fall into this condition as any abour 


me. 
Thus 


" (18) 


Thus far have I diſcharged my conſcience, which alſo bears 
me witneſf here, that my only end is to glorifie God, and 
to place the ſhame ar the right dore, my Perſon not my Pre- 
feſlion. I do again and again none and conjure all perſons 
who ſhall read theſe papers,to heed them Grioully, becauſe they 
'Contain the laſt Warning of a dying man, a man whom God 
has juſtly expoſed to publick reproach for his high Crimes: in 
which I do not only — the righteouſnels of his pro- 
ceedings, but ſubmit to it and bleſs him for it ; for Ido confeſs 
my conſcience was ſo dead aſleep in fin, that nothing leſs than 
this could have awakened it out of its Lethargy and deep ſecu- 
rity. Bleſſed be his Name that has not ſuffered me toſleepthe 
ſleep of death, and though the awakening = ſcem terrible, 
yet 15 it infinitely more gentle than to have the firſt awakening 
in themidſt of everlaſting burnings, from which I hope to be 
ſaved by the Blood that ſpeaks bennek things than that Inno- 
cents which I have ſhed. 


Be... i © i R237 


OO n""OFF.. 


For Satisfaflion to thoſe who were at my 
Tryal, and may have their belief warpt 
to. uncharitableneſs, by the Confidence of 
my fellow Criminals Accuſations, and the 
Moderation of My Anſwers. - | 


Was indeed at a great Conteſt with my Self, whether I 

ſhould by my Silence ſubmit, and ſo Conſent to ſome un- 
true Refleftions that were caſt upon me in a Place ſo Publick, 
in a Concern ſo Great, and to my Prejudice fo Fatal ; 
about this I had great toffings in my thoughts for three or 
four days ſince my Sentence. Loth I was to lye under a 
greater Load of _ than belonged to me; my Burden 
was big Enough of it Gl wichou any ſuch Additions. Whilſt 
L was thus Irrefolute I received the Credit as well as the Com- 
fort of a Viſit from a Reverend Perſon : to him I Communi- 
cated my doubts, and from him receiv*'d this Reſolution, that- 
I may Lawfully Acquit my ſelf of any unjuſt Aſperfions; my 
Expreſſions being under the Government of chayity, and that 
Moderation which becomes a Perſon nals my Cir- 
cumſtances. 


It is my purpoſe to walk by that Rule, and to keep cloſe to 
the Truth, as I am deeply Concern'd, who am- very ſhortly 
to Appear before the Fad ent Seat of the God of Truth. 
God torbid that I ſhould dare to be ſo Audacious as to Scatter. 
my lyes within a Step of his Tribunal 

Ir 


A 


It would ill become my Condition, and bring under ſuſpi- 
cion, if nor contradi& the Sincerity of my Confettion, ro Reflect 
upon the Juſtice of ſo Honorable a Courr, where were Pres 
ſent the two Lords Chief Juſtices atliſted with four of the 
Judges, the Lord Mayor and Recorder of Londen; No I 
Acknowledge them to be Gods Miniſters, ang that they bear 
not the Sword of Ged in Vain, burExecute Wrath uponthem 
that do Evil: if there were .any ſharpneſs of ExpretlionI at- 
tribure it -to their Zeal againſt my Crimes, and nor to any 
prejudice againit my perſon. | 

. The day after my Sentence there came to viſit the Priſoners 
one ' Mr. Smith the Ordinary of Newgate. He was pleaſed 
totell me ( bur in Private) that he oblerved meat my Tryal 
Gazing about the Court and the Galleries, where Sate ſeveral 
Gentlewomen. I conteſs I was formerly too apt todelight in 
ſuch {ights, and let in abundance of Sin at thoſe windows of 
my Soul; bur at thattime I had other thoughts and Apprehen- 
ſions : the caule of that diverſion was toſpy our ſome Witneſſes 
I thought Material, which though they were in Court I could 
not find, and fo loft their Evidence ; "This ( "tis very probable) 
may have been the obfervation of others as wellas Mr. Smith, 
therefore I infert this juſt Apology. 


My Partner in the Guilt and Tryal, though not in the 
Condemnation, was pleafed to load mewih ſeveral Calumnies. 
I will only Note thoſe that the Court inſiſted ' on, end I hear 
are yct diſcouried to my prejudice in the City. | 


Firſt it was Alledged that ſhe was cymmitted to my Charge | 
and Government by her Father in her Minority and Childhood. 
This Report 1s ſo generally ſpread, and indeed ſounds (0 :!], that 

eral ſince my Tryal have diſcourſed it as a great Aggravation; 
to. commit ſo foul a thing againſt ſo Great a Talt, -and ſome 
have repaired to me for Satisfaction; ro whom ] then gave as 
} do now the World this Account, That Her Father was a 


Gentieman whom |[ never ſaw, or had the leaft jntercourte 
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" There are two more Accuſaticns, which I would not f@much 
as name, but that I found them the only Ingredients that 
Imbittcred my Cup both at my_Trial, and at my Sentence.z The 
one was, That I ſhould. att:mpe and endeavour to vitiate her at 
Nine years old. The other, hat I had for that purpoſe corrup- 
ted her Judgment , and n:ifinftormcd her Conſcience to believe 
Polygamy lawful: Impeachments highly Criminal againlt the Liyw 
of God. - and (as I am told) Capital againit the Laws of Man $I 
confeſs I have Sins that excecd them, yet | never was guilty of ct- 
ther of theſe; and in the midſt of abundance of Guilt, I find a 
little Comfort in this, That I ncver proſtituted the Word, or any 
Ordinance of God to ſerve the turn cf Luſls, 

There is ſome offence taken, as I hear, at my Charging her with 
what ſhe denied at our Trial, ſhe did indeed fay, That ſhe knew 
Notbing of the Fad, tor which we were Queſtioned, which the d& 
mon/rated by Arguments that could not modeſtly be ſpoken in 
that place, without ſuch unſavoury and- noifom demoniirations. : 
I affirm, Upon the word of a dying Man, That both her Eyes did 
fee, and her Hands did Ad in all that was done : I am dead in 
Law, and E know my ſayings are no Evidence againlt her 3 buc 
the next time we mect at the Bar, which we ſhall infallibly do, and 
two thouſand Witnefles thall be produced againſt us, that is, Her 
Conſcienceand Mine, theſe things will b2 found to be truc 3 and 
as ſuch 1 affert them, as I (hall {uddenly anſwer it before the All- 
{ccivg and Heart-ſearchmg God. Thus I have fatisficd the defires. 
of ſome of my Fricnds, done my {clf Right, without doing her or 
any p<rſon in the world wrong. 

As to the World, after excuting my {elf of things with which I 
am unjuſtly charged, I ſhall charge my (elf with one thing which 
every one does not conlider. It is indeed, a great Aggravation of 
my Sin again{t that poor Infant 3 That I, whoſe concern it was 
to provide tor its ſafety in all Reſpe&s, ſhould in all deprive it, as 
tar as in me lay 3 Forby that barbarous Ac upon its Body, 1-have 
done whatin me lay to Murther its Soul , by depriving it of the 
ordinary means which God had ordained for its Salvation, The S2- 
crament of Baptiſm.. Though 1 am not of his Opinion , who for 
his ſeverity in this Caſe, was called Durns Pater Inf.antum 3 yet by 


the judgment of my own Conſcicnce I find my (elf to be Drerus 
D Paters. 
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Paterzi:that 1 wever once ſo much as conſidered this ; {o that the 
poor innocent and harmleſs-Babe, :is only beholding to the Mercy 
of its Heavenly, and not at all to that cf its Earthly Parent for the 

Happineſs I hope it now enjoys. 
41 have done with the World, of which I have ro more part ; 
and I praiſe God that he has choſen this way to take me out of it. 
T oughtnot tolct ſo great a Mercy paſs, without a due acknowledg- 
ment, If God had not by this ſevere Courſe opened my Eycs and 
alarum'd me toRepent, and given me time conſiderable, and great 
Ailitances to perform it , I might have becn ſurpriſed with ſome 
ſudden Dcath, and infallibly ſunk headlong into Hell ; from which 
. I have good hopes to be preſcrved through the Mercy of God, and 
_ oy the Merits of my bleſſed Saviour and Redecmer, Jeſus Chriſt, who, 
fidei & peni- | hope, does graciouſly accept of the Truth and Reality (though 
rentie depm- Weak degrees) of Faith and Repentance, which his Holy Spirit 

det 7uſtifica- hath wrought in my Soul. 

——- — Though this Mercy was handed to me inavery ſharp and bitter 
| o_ Providence, yet I read a great deal of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
of God in it ; Ris Wiſdom forefaw, that more gentle Applications 
would not werk upon a Diſeaſe grown fo hcadſtrong and invete- 
ratc 3 his Geodncls, ( which makes Correction a toxcign work to 
him for he goes out of his place to punith his People) has pre- 
vailed with him to app'y this Corrofive rather than ſuffer his Crea- 
ture eternally to-perith ; Therefore his glorious Name be eternally 
praiſed, And now to him I turn in Prayct, | 


(213) 
A PRAYER relating to the foregoing Confeſſion. 


WA 

Lord, The Great and Dreadful God, the Impartial Tudge of all 

Men, 1 bluſh to lift up my Face #0 thee my Gad, Righteouſneſs 
belongeth to thee, for thou art Fult «nd Holy in all thy Wayes : But 1 
am a Vil: and Miſerat:!t Sinner, the Reproach of men, and therefore ne-- 
thing belongs to me but Shame and Confuſion if face, Than, O Lord, 
bajt dealt Mercifully and cxcecding Bruntifu'ly with me I was Early 
taught to ſeek, and ſerve thee, I felt the motions of thy Grace, ard the 
Powers of the World to come, to awakgn my Conſcience, Thou didſt call 
me t0 thy Service to ſtand and miriſter at thy Altar, and thou didft give 
me ſuch a meaſure of the good thirgs of this life as was not only beyond 
my Deſerts, but Expettatiens But I have forſaken thee a rebelled 
againft thee : I waxed wanton in my plenty, and kicked againſt. that 
light and Eafie Toke which I ſhould bave taught Others to bear. I drew 
near to thee with my lips, but my heart was far from thee, and with 
my polluted hands I have preſumed to compaſs thine Altar, and to toneh 
the holy things thereof, therefore it was juſt with thee to give me up 
t0 my own Hearts Luſts, and to deliver me over to Judicial hardneſt, 
that feeing I might ſee and not percekve, and hearing I might hear and 
not underſtand. IT have ſerved divers Lufts and Pleaſures ; My Eyes 
and Heart were ſull of Adultery, ſo that I could not ceaſe from Sin. 
Nor have T ſinned alone, O Lord ; for 1 have drawn many with me into 
the ſnare of the Devil 3 ſo that my Sins are Imumerable, and. Aggraua- 
ted by. many Circumſtances z. but moſt of all that T was. called by thy 
Name, fo that thy Enemies do blaſpheme it upon my account. T have to 
all. this added that Execrable Sin of ſhedding Innocent Blood, and done 
what I.corld to ſtifle-the motions of thy Good Spirit : But now my Sins 
"and thy Righteous Judgments bave found me out., I acknowledge this 
-is in great: Merey #0,my Soul that T might not Iye and periſh in my Sins. 
-T am Gonfounded and Aſhgmed, I Abbor my ſelf in duft. and aſhes: I 
Confeſs 1. do 1ct only- deſerve to die this Infamous death, but to be caſt out 
of. thy fight into Onter-darkneſ;+ for thou grt of purer Eyes then to be» 
hold Iniquity, ' and the Deceifat and Blood-Thirjty man thy Sox. abhore 
retb; .ſo that I may juſtly fear.my Prayers gre Abomination to thee. yet 
-whitber ſhall T fiye from. thy Preſence? thy Hand bath. overtakenneyand 
| F | | ki 8 
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1 am now to appear at thy Tudgment Seat: My Soul is full of Terroxr, 
and I am afraid of thy Fudgments. The Remembrance of my Sins is 
Gric701B to me, the Burden of them is Intolerable : Tet my only Hope is, 
that thou art Gracious and Mercifnl, Slow to Anger, Ready to Forgive, 
and thy Son gave Himſelf to die, and bore our Sins on his own Body. He 
ever lives and maketh Interceſſion for Sinners, and is able to ſave to the 
#ttermoſt all that come to thee, O God, by Him, I confeſs I come at 
the laſt Moment, when T have nothing elſe left me, and ſo thou may(t juſt- 
ly rejefi me. Tet, O moſt Merciful God, take pity on the Work, of thine 
own Hands : Beget in me, for Chriſt his ſake, a deeper Senſe of my Sin 
and Guilt, that I may Tremble for fear of thy Judgments, and Cry to 
thee Night and Day. Let none of this little time that is given me to 
Repent, be hoft ; For thy Name ſake pardon mine Iniquity, for it is great 3 
And deliver me from Blood-griltineſs,, O God, thou that art the God of 
wy Salvation : Open my Heart and Lips that my Mouth may ſew forth 
thy praiſe : That Sinners ſeeing thy Tudgments and my Repentance,qmay 
be Converted unto thee, That T, who by my vitious Life have ſo much 
Diſhonoured Thee, may by my "Dtath Glovifie Thee. -O hear and have 
Merey on me \, Pity-and Pardon, O moſt Merciful Redeemer, waſh my 
defiled Soul with thy moſt Pretions Blood,and for the Glory of thy Mercy, 
Jend down upon me thy free Spirit t6 Convince me of Sin, and of Righ- 
zeonſneſs, and of Fndgment : And Grant me, a Wretched, and Forlorn 
Stnner, ſome of thoſe Comforts, that may Smpport me under thoſe Agonits 
that are'ſo terrible. "'O Viſt me with thy $atvation, Speak, Comfortably 
10 me ſay to my Soul," Thy Sins -re forgiven thee.” \Lorld deliver me 
from 1he fears of Death, and be with me in my laſt paſſage 34 Grve me 
Some Glimpſe of Hope, that T may die. with Aſſurance of thy Favour and 
Pardon. I bambly ſwbmit to thy Fuſtice ' in - my \Death:; -but I moſt 
Faonejhy pray that I may be delivered from EtcrnatDeath und Everlaſting 
Buymings 5 an#-rbbon'my Soul is departed thix vile Body} Let it-be 
brokeg bt tnto thy" Prefente," that 1 hay Bleſs and Glonifie vhy. Name Etor- 
nally; fer the Riches of thy Grace and Mercy whith has ſo dhonnded th- 
ward? me. And for thy Names 'ſake vole away the Reproach from 
thine Heritage, and thine own Tribe, which T have brought upon its Pre- 
Jerve' thy Church 3 Lit her Prieſts be Clothed with Rypbtcomfonſt, and 
itt hePSuints ſing with Joyfulieſs; \,BeGoaciour tolthe Nurſing Father 
YrWur Driad Sovergignt Lori the King's Moſt 'Excellelt Majfty; Pro- 
ve@ bis Perſon, Proſper his Aﬀairs 3 \4s for bis Enemies, Cloth _ with 
ame 3 
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ſhame; but upon Himſclf let bis Crown flouriſh : Grant that be knowing 

whoſe Miniſter he is, may abve all things ſeek, thy Honour and Glory), 
And that all bis Subje&s duly Conſidering whoſe Authority he bath,may 
faithfully ſerve, honozr. and h1nbly obey him in Thee and for Thee, ac- 
cording to thy Bleſſ*d 1/ord and Ordinznce, Be Mercifil, O Lord, be 
Merciful, to my Aiſicizd FU amily, Comfort my Deſolate Wife according to 
the Evil that I have carſi4 her to ſee, Teach my Poor Children by my 
Example not to ſin ap irft thee ,Give true Repentance to all whom I have . 
tempted to Sin, in p:rticr:lar, t» that miſerable perſon who was my 
Partner in ſo much wickzdn-(s z, thou hiſt gfren her time to repent, Lord 
give her grace to do it, lelt a worſe thing befa!l ber, Provide a faithfu! 
Paſtor for tbat Flock, 1 bgve ſcandalized, that may build up what T 
have pulled dowr. And now into thy hands I commit my Soul, and 
Conclude in bis words, who taught me,when I pray,to ſay, Our Father, 
ec, 


Having thus ſhaken hands with the World, I am too deeply Con- 
cerned to take a particular leave of my Friends, eſpecially my Dear 
{tho diſtreſſed). Relations I have done them little Good in my 
Lite; They may Live to Reap Benefit and ' Advantage from theſc 
my Dying Directions, 


To my. Good Wife. 


{ 


| Dear Wipe, 


©TT is too late to make wifhes that I had admitted of 
* | thy Counlels; But 'tis not too late, nor unprofi- 
© table, to Obſerve, That thy Comminations have 
* proved too Prophetical:: The God of Heaven is'a Jnſt 
© and Rightcous God, and has clearly diſcovered which 
*was inthe right, and which in the wrong, Thee or I : 
© Dear Heart, I am not now to Confels my 'Sins againſt 
©thee, Nor amlI now to receive thy pardon and forgive- 
*ne(s, I Rejoyce1n the Entireneſs of thy Aﬀection, which 
*all the cold Water I threw upon it could not _n 

c 
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Fit. 
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-> | 
© The Conftancy of it, eſpecially in this Extremity, has 
*oiven me the Comfort, and thee the Character of 
* being one of the beft of Wives. In order of Nature 
* I might have longer enjoyed the happineſs of thy Af- 
* fett ns, and I was reſvlved to have made it my on- 
* ly Happineſs in that lenſe, but my Sins, and God's 
* righteous Judgments hurry me hence ; yet before we ' 
@opart, [ will leave viththee a few Directions, which 
*1s all the Legacy my vicious Courles have left me 
* power to bcqueath z they procced from entire (though 
*roo-late) love to thee, Therefore lay them up and 
*pcrule them now and then. | 

{ Firſt, For thy ſelf, thy conſtant courle of private 
©Dzvotion, Reading the Scriptures according to the 
* dircftion of the Church, Faſting and Meditation-be- 
« fors the blefſed Sacrament ; fave me the labour of any 
*further, or other Advice, ſave that of the Apoltle, Be 
© 20: weary of well- doing, &c. Only now thou muſt be ſure 
*©roadd to thy private Nevotion, what Iroo much negs 
f lected, Prayer, in thy little Family : I have not time,nur 
* is ir neceſſary to {iy much tothe advantage of this Du- 
*ty. Irprocures, it ſecures that that is Good, 1t will be 
comfortable in thy ſolitary Condition, to have a good” 
<and a bountiful God to converſe with, Theretore, 


© Pray without ceaſing. 


*As to thy Children, As thou haſt begun, Teach 
*them to Pray, and ſee that they perform it ; make ther 
*confſtantly read, at leaſt every N'ght, in thy preſence 
* the Plulms and Chapters for the Day, and let them 
*Jearn by beart ſome ſele& Scriptures that-do contain 
Injan&ions to Duty, or Protybirtons againſt Sin, and 
© when they- miſcarry either on the cne hand er the 


* other , reprove them with the repetition of thafc pla- 
CES» 
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*ces. Keep them under ſevere Diſcipline, and in caſe 
«they ſhould grow Headſtrong and Rebel againſt thee, 
*complain to their Uncle, and if that ſhould not rc- 
*form them , Addreſs thy ſelf to the Miniſter of che 
*place, and it that will not do, thento the Magiſtrate, 
and let him be deſired toreſtrain them. It we thonkd 
*not ſuffer Sin upan our Neighbour, but in any wite 
©Reprove him, then certainly mugh leſs upon our 
*Children. Keep them all from'that Houle at Srantor, 
© there is nothing to be learnt there but Lying and Hy- 
© pocriſie ; and not only- Opportunities, but Encourage- 
© ments to Luſt: I pray God preſerve them from, and 
*Mortihe in them the vicious Diſpoſitions of my Na- 
* ture, If thou findeſt them ſally that way, delay not 
© reſtraining Diſcipline : Keep them from Idlenels, the 
*Nurle of Sin. 


* As to thy Servants if thou keep any, Let her be 
t of good Report; for her Modeſt and Religious beha- 
©viour ; and let thy own Grave and Sober behaviour 
© be both Motive and Encouragement. to them all in 
* well-doing, and Reproof too in caſe they thould miſ- 
*CAITY, 


* As to me, fortifie and arm thy ſelf to undergothe 
* Shame and Ignominy of my fall : I charge thee from 
" *thy Heart to forgive our Enemies , and it thou deſi- 
6 reſt to fee Good days, follow Peace and enſue it. 
* I deſire thee for my fake to dry up thy tears, and 
*not by Exceſſive Sorrow to throw thy ſelf into Di- 
© ſtempers. Remember thou art now both Father and 
* Mother, and what a deſolate Family there will be 

| ” 


- Pl, 145. 
Be 
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<©rthon ſhouldſt not do well, I am but going before, 
* thou ſhalt follow after , and though now we part in 
*abundance of Tears and Sorrow, yet I hope God's 
* Infinite Mercy will grant we ſhall again meer in Joy 
*and Happinels, never more to part ; which God of 
* his Infinnte Mercy Grant for Chrilt his ſake. In the 
© mean time caſt all thy care on God ; He careth for 
& thee; ' Ard now (my Dear Wite) I muſt bid thee, and 
*4ll the World faiewel, and it grieves me more to 
© part with thee and thine, than all rhe World beſides: 
*But God's Will be done. I remember thy good Bro- 
© ther, to whom, next God, I bequeath thee for Ad- 
* vice and Direction ; Be governed by him. Once again 
© Adieu, forget my many faults, and remember only 
«thoſe days, when we were at a diſtance from that 
*fatal Family. God of his Mercy be thy Husband, 
*and a Father to thy Fatherleſs Children, is the 
«Prayer cf 


T7 hy Afﬀettionate but Diſtreſſed 
FHuband, 


R. Foulkes. | 
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To My Children. TB'8 


My ſweet and diſtreſſed Infants, 


Lthough ( at preſent poor Innocents, your ten- 
A der Age and ſlender underſtandings may make 
you wncapable of benefit from what I ſhall here ſay, 
yet your riper years may give you better Apprekenſions 3 
nd | poor wretches, I will come as near your preſent 
Capacites as I car. I have no token to ſend you b 
your dear Mother but my bleſſing, and it will be the 
laſt that ever you will receive from me, for by that 
time this hs yon, your poor Father will be in his 
Grave: Therefore in the Name of God the fountain 
of Bleſſings, I bleſs you with all the powers of my 
Soul, and I charge you upon it to be dutiful to your 
Mother and Uncle, thry will (you may be ſure) com- 
mand you nothing but what is for your Temporal and 
Eternal good; you muſt remember now your Mother 
hath a double power over you, mine and her own, 
m—_— be carcful you do nothing of moment with- 
out her conſent; grieve but as little as you can at 
my ſtameful end, bear patiently the Scandal and 
Reproach that will refleF upon you for it, and let it T 
charge you be a lond and a conſtant warning to you to 
live" in the fear of God, and to avoid thoſe wicked 
and: ungodly = that will expoſe you to his Righte- 
ons Tudgments : Forgive thoſe you may think to be 
the occaſions of my Death, ſeek not Revenge but leave + 
all to God, in whoſe fear IT charge you to live, and 
love one another. I know you can already ſay. what 
your Duty is towards God and your Neighbour, labour 
to underſtand thoſe plain Anſwers, and what you un- 

E derſtand 


®% 


Rt -- [30] | 

derſland be ſure to praiſe. My dear little ones, re- 
member who it is that ſpeaks to yor, even your dying 
Father, who ſums up all bis Advice in theſe two ſhort 
DireFions: Do not venture upon 4 knows Sin though 
never ſo little, that will harden and encourage you to 
more and greater: Do not negle® & known Duty, 
eſpecially your Prayers Night and Morning. Prayer will 
keep you under Gods proteFion. Forgive ae {pov 
Children) that I have made my ſelf ſo winch worle than 
an Infidel by making no better proviſion for you. Betty, 
remember Modeſty and Chaſtity are greai Ornaments 
of a Woman, I charge thee on my bleſſing to'preſerus 
them ; Thou art old enough to obſerve rvhat ruine ard 
deftrution Whoredom mukes in the world; be not 
harſh to poor Billy ard Robin, yer if you obſerve thews 
in any fault adviſe them to forbear;, if they r-fuſe, 
complain, but do not make unneceſſary. complain ts ; 
Now my dear Orphans, I am ready to part with the 
World, but very loth to leqpe you, but we muſt part, 
God ſend ws a joyful meeting in Heaven, is the earneſt 
Prayer of | 


Your diſconſolate but 


tender Father, 


R. F. 


-— 
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To my Succeſſour in the Pariſh of Stan- 
ton-Lacy. 


SIR, 

« FT Hope the, Honourable Patron will ſettle there a Man of 
ca I worth and underſtanding,which may ſeem to make my well- 
« meant Advice unneceſſary: but a Reſidence of ſeventeen or 
*« eighteen years amongſt them may perhaps enable me to ſpeak 
« ſomething that is ſeaſonable, yet but a few words, If You 
« look over, once mine, now your, Study Door, you will find 
& theſe words afhxed, 


Dem & Dies, 
Dice mihi cur Dei memor ſis atque Dies ? 
Oro, Laboro, 


« Whether the ignorance or indociblencfs of ſome of the People 
* be conſidered, yon will find great need of both prayers and di- 
« ligence; they are ſuch as requite the Apoſtles ſharp Reproof, 
« and you may uſeit in the Pulpit, but take heed of it out, they 
&« will be fed,but-pot drgyen. But to prepare your way,l have one 
« requelt to propound to you, endeavour it, if not far mine, yet 
&« foy; your own ſake. Labour to compoſe and draw up a wide 
« Rbnd dd Schiſm between the Pariſhioners; It may ſeem to 
«© commence, and bear no longer date but in my time, but I 
* know 'tis much more Ancient, almoſt Hereditary to ſome of 
«them ; Cut off the Entail if you can, and ſo having cleared 
« the paſlage by removing their prejudices, then apply your 
© fef to your work-+-+will not preſume to dire you, but I de- 
&« ſire you to make a work and not a play or jeſt of it;- you will 
« find employment for both your hands, for your utmoſt di- 
&« ligence: There is no man fo ſtirring and aftive, but'may ad- 
<« mit of the Gentle Spur, I am ſure if you well conſult it, 
$ ou will find that the very neceſſitics of your People may 
« ferve to whet your endeavours: I am fo acquainted with 
& their State, that though it be contrary to my Reſolution, yet 

E 2 [cant 
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«© [ can't forbear to offer my opinion, take it, I pray, with 
« the ſame Candor as it comcs; . I ſuppoſe that either fre- 
« quent (1 had a!moſt aid conſtant) Catechizmg'\, or Catechi- 
« [tical Preaching is rhe mult proper for them, 1 am certain 
© they are ſuch as bave more need of Milk, than of ſtrong 
« Mat, for though ſuch points have h2en often inculcated upon 
&« thera, yet they have” been ſuch low Proficients in the School of 
« Chriſt, that they have need to be taught again which are 
&« the very firſt Principles of the Oracles of God: In the de- 


, «livery whereof, you are to be induſtriouſly plain, St. Pauls 


«aim was to- ſpeak words eaſie to be underitood , apta nor 
& z/rta, Which it you obſerve not, after many years you will 
&« find you have fruſtrated yous own deſign, -and beſides beat. 


. «ing the Air have done nothing at all, and will be no other:- 


wiſe than as a ſounding Braſi or 4 tink/ing Cymbal ;, *T were 
« eaſie to enlarge, even to a Surfeit, but I hope you have lit- 
«tleneed; I am ſure I have leſs time. I have no more to 
« add, but my Prayers, That you may be in that Place the 
« Spiritual Father of a numerous Offspring, by begetting me 
&« ny Sons and Daughters unto God , and enjoy more Com- 
« fort and Tranquillity there than did 


Your Predeceſſour, 
R.. Foulkes. 


[ 33] 
To the Pariſhioners of Stanton-Lacy. 


Dear Friends, and late good Neighbours, 


« T Am now in view of Death, and have my Gray: in pro- 
« F ſpect, I cannot therefore (charitably) be ſuſpeed, in the 
« few following and my laſt directions, to be ated by any other 
« motive but my Charity, or to aim at any other end but your 
« Good; I have been of late among(t you the- occaſion of (ons 
« Contention., 1 hope to obtain my pardon of God, and I 
« believe you will not deny me yours, as-l do freely and heartily 
« orant.you mine. ny? pr contribute vigorouſly to the 
« judden-ending; of that,and all other differences, and cloſe with 
«the firſt offer of your Miniſter in- that happy and moſt ne- 
«ceſſary Work.” Tis high time to lay aſide Wrath, and Clamour, 
«and Anger and evil ſpeaking, with all' Malice, and to be kindly 
« Aﬀectioncd one to another, tender Hearted, Forgiving one 
« another, even as God for Chriſt his ſake hath alſo/Forgiven 
«you, My time grows ſhorter and ſhorter, elfe/I | eaſt- 
« ly enlarge, and great need there is of fome ſtrong 'p« 3 
« on to this , Read and Meditate 1 Cr. 145 -all vyer- 
« 1 will inſert only one qualification, - you /will- in@ it:Rom: +2 
« o.';, Dear Friends, there is abundance of tha loyethatiisftoth! 
«the Teeth outwardg, 1 pray let yours be Cordialwnd Hearty: t 

« ] muſt be abrupt and take my leave in two words: ' - 

'« 1, My Prayer for youis the concluſion of Aoſer his Ble(..- 
« {ing tothe Twelve T Deut 39, 23. Let thi: Erernal God 
« be your Refine, and underneath you be byy breby ps Arms. (1 

« 2, My advice-tayowl borrow: of SEiPardl/ 26." 13 714) 


* Finally, my Brethren, farewel be yerfel, "br'of' gaod'' Comfort,” 
*be of one Adind, live in Peace, and the God of Lankand - <0 
« ſhall be with.yas.. nR ) b) KL 


The.. 
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| en both. Mimter and. People. and all that knew me; or 
may hear of me, and whoſe hands theſe papers ſhall reg, 
clpecigtly the Cleggy, .unto: whom { have giver too.- juſt a 
too great @a occalion of offence and Naſa | beg, hear 
beg their. pardon and forgiveneſs, and while 1 live 1 ſhaft 
y, that you may be all delivered from '. the infeftious in- 
Inegca af, my -yile and filthy: practices and example; and [ 
haxge you. all, , as-you Jove your Souls; guard and-defend year 
ves againit 'them, and take 'not the teaſt encouragement 
tom-thamg.Jet-the inſtance-of nay ſhameful end effectually' 
convince! you, that Vicious and Ungodiy Courſes, however' 
concealgd or,  Suigder ded - oven; with Hypolrife God will detect, 
nay -yAur Yer y;1105 will Gndgypa out; .and expoſe you to certain' 
Net apy Hr ith giled on miy {elf what often 
Aber; . Trektaes ſupplics: gramcaie. compenſis,” 
The want of of-the blow; God will-make up: by the heoviaal? 
ofi 34 wht : .Vou:fee | am cruthed atl:to pieces with 
ira aahs pragning ;0e, - it will elfe prove the Aggravation” 
begy offyour GineInd Punithtwents: Mide youTe aregreat, 
cx&ading; i great;ivicarcely. to. be. paraltePd but yours will” 
Va at, £568 ities ſhould you venture on- them) after” 
Jad wataivg,) What wens!it..butl a, Challengeto- Divine” 
Jontos and + Dekanes of lis Omnipatency ?.; Reware thert-" 
e of ſpcddargeravsphths; for -if.after ich fignal inſtances 
of es ym and Biſpieaſurs) youlſhGuld: daſh againſt. the 
Ach k wah y-igrindvyosr to\Powden.”” 
Let; your jo. fi ap IthoyConclofion: 'St. 24 
wilkturoſN pegs; Kg Jabjct. yeeoprbper: for-wur-thoughts | 
toxlarelt. &.UPOgls \24Gor;z 1016417; B, gy ay 6 by Inagh? 
] rave you, the Long direct $90 aſfilt you, Ames. | 
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4 3 loa q 
A Prayer frequently uſed by me during 


Meſ# Holy and Righteous Fudge of the whole World, give 4 
O finful and: miſerable Wretch leave to proſtrate himſel q 
the Throne of thy. Grace , aria smplore that Mercy which 1 
formerly deſpiſed and abuſed. - 1 aus nee \goreby', I confeſt, ro life up 
wy eyes towards Heaven , -and ut bacomet me i the greateſt dejeitiog 
of Sperit to ſitb and groan 'mnder the load" of wy-flus, which have 
been ſo great and many, ſo bold, ſo preſumptuors , and ſhameleſs, 
that when with an awakeneld Mind 1 reflett upon them , I am ready 
to fink;into Hell; and-dejpair of 'any Mercy. O God, how'have 
I bated inſtruthwon., and my beet deſpiſed reproof, -an1d bave not 
obeyed the woice of my Teachers , nor xelined mine ear to them that 
edwoniſhed me ! How ſvrift bave ” 7 a beer to run into evil, and 
bow backward and averſe bas to any thing that is good! 
0 the injuries which 1 bave done my Neighbowrs , the abuſe of my 
Wefe and Children, my Jelf , and thy good Creatures , the proghane 
peplebt , nay contempt of thee and: rhe 'Dwties of thy War ſhip and 
Servive-—— | The remembrance of all this vs dre » the burdey 
is intolerable : How'fball I appear before Thee, at whoſe rebuke the 
mount ains quake , ſince 1 could not think of appearing before an 
earthly Fude without ſhame and affrightment o ſpin * 0 Lord, 
work in me 4 greater aread of thee, with a greater ſhame and con- 
fuſion of face now that I am in thy preſence for which end be pleaſed 
to repreſent unto me effettually the wickedneſs and baſeneſs and 
vileneſs of all my evil doings, as well as the guilt and juſt deſert 
of them, O that I could hate and abhor them mare than that death 
which I expef# very ſhortly to ſuffer for them. Beſtow on me, O 
Lord , that ingenuous and godly ſorrow which worketh repent ance 
an{ unfeigned purpoſes 4 Amendment of life. _F come too late 
indeed, I may j»ſtly think, to find Accept ance with thee ;, and there- 
fore not without fear and trembling , apd. a great ſenſe of my unde- 
ſervings I look, up unto thee's atk;wowledging thy infinite goodneſs , if 
thou wilt vouchſafe me but the ſmalleſt hope of mercy, 

eMercy, mercy, good Lord, caſt me not quite out of thy ſight for 
Feſus 


- 
C 


ME. 
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Jeſus Obrift his ſaks , who gave himſelf for us to redeem us from 
we quity, wk the. be 4 s w4 _ aud — I 
hope of more; that thin baſt made me ſenſible of mine offences , and 
that thou haſt wrought in me & reſolution to forſake them, and ſome 
love to a gody, ſober, and. righteous life, Help me, O Lord, to 
manifeſt the ſincerity and uprightneſs of my Soul in theſe reſolutions 
as much as I am able, by giving thee hearty thanks, that the hand 
of Fuſtice has overtaken and laid hold upon me, and put a ſtop to 
the further miſchief which I might have committed, and by maks £ 
a free and open ſnfeſſoe of -my Crimes, and taking the ſhame whic 
belongs to me before others, and by acknowledging that 1 am unworthy 
to live, and by earneſt Admeniſhments to all to be warned 'y my 
Example , and to ceaſe betimes to do evil, and learn to do weil, O 
God, that I could glorifie thee 4 little in my latter end after this 
manner , and till I come to recevve my deſerved puniſkment , help 
me to ſpend my time in —_— ſins, in humbling my ſelf before 
thee for them , in ſetting my heart againſt them , in ſtudying and 
admiring, with the greateſt affettion, the Holy life of the Lord Jeſus, 
jn calling other Offenders to Repent ance , and exhorting them ther 

to give thee Glory. Deny me not Grace, T1 beſeech thee , to enab 
me thus to employ my ſelf, that I may have ſome taſte of thy Mercy, 
and the fear of death may be abated by ſome hope , that when my 
Soul ſhall be parted from the body, thou O bleſſed Jeſus , wilt re- 
cerve it, though ſo unworthy , into ſame of the Heavenly Manſions. 
Amen, Amen; Amen. 


FINIS. 


His LAST WORDS, ſpoken 
at the place of Execution. 


Good Chriſtian People : 
Iztend not, and Ibope you will not expe& 
= any long Diſcourſe at this time; but I 
I bawe ts as care that my Confeſſton,where« 
in ( 4:I ſhell by and by anſwer to the God- 
of Truth) you will fude nothing but tbe truth, 
ſhall be publiſhed more fully , and to your better - 
advantage, than I could poſſibly make it bere. 
It 2 few words therefore, 
Tou may in mt ſee what ſin is, and what it: 
y will eud in + you may in we ſee the lamenteble 
and irreparable miſchbiefs of Uncleauneſs and. 
Hypecriſie in particular ; and what it is far one 
who was the Member of Chrift, to make bimſelf 
the Mewber of « Harlot. If is « fin that ſel. 
dome goes fingle and alone : it is the Mother-fin 
fo abundance more, and they more ugly and de- 
forrtd than it ſelf : Thave found it by ſad and 
woful experience. I: led me to Lying, to Oaths 
avd Execratious,to conceal and defend it : Nay, 
I went furtber, to — contrive, and ff in 
woat 
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what might procure Abortions ; which certainly, 
in the ſpgbt of God, was Murther in" intention; 
Nor ſtopt it there,but went forward to murtber in 
AG and Execution”: for which trying fin' | am 
come hither to ſatisfie the Law of man, and do 
acknowledge the Fuſtice of that Sentence. 

- And Oh tbat all you may fear and tremblz gt 
God's holy and -righteous Fudgments ,- which 
have overtaken me ; and that they may mike you 
take warning to 'avoid the Snares of a whoriſh 
woman, and eſpecially to keep the Married bed 
andefiled. | 
. Beware of bypocritical pretences to Religion, 
of coming to the Holy Sacrament while you live 
mn thoſe filthy praftices, Do. not grieve or 
quench the Holy Spirit of God, nor ſtifle the Con- 
wiGons of your own Conſciences, left God leave 

you (as be did me ) to work all Uncleanneſs with 
greedineſs ; 'and leſt at laſt you be brought to this: 
moſt miſerable condition to which be. has moſt. 
Juftly brought me, to whoſe moſt righteous Fudg- 
ment Ido ſubmit, T forgive all the world, as 1 
| dlefire t0 finde mercy at God's bands throug® Fe- 
| ſus Chriſt. T do earneſily 'defire you, by-me to 
take warning not to continue in (in, for inthe 
end it will finde you out.” | 
As 


[39] 
As to iny fin , I have but two things to ſay : 
one Thave cauſe exceedingly to lament, and that 
is, the great Scandal I bawe thereby brought up- 
on Religion , and the boly Fundlion of the Mini. 
ftery. The great diſparagement which refleSs on 
theſe, I look upon as the moſt hainous Aggravas« 
tion of my looſe and licentious life : Therefore 
Ipray you take up no prejudices againſt them up - 
on my Account : they are holy and good, and 
grant no Licenſes at all to ſuch wicked and un- 
godly praftices as I bave been guilty of. | 
The other 1 bave ſome reaſon to rejoyce in : 
"Tis true, my ſin has expoſed the whole Nation to 
Fudgment, for through Blood the Land is defi- 
led ; but this is my comfort, that God by this pu- 
niſhment makes me expiate that Guilt, for the 
Fudgment falls upon my own pate; but I hope, 
through the mercy of God, and merit of Chriſt, 
will proceed no further than my body. I deſire 
all that hear me, to take warning, not to continue 
in fin, but betimes to ceaſe to do evil, and learn 


to do well. 


Now the Lord be with you all, and have mercy 
upon my poor Soul ; for which I deſire you 
to pray with me and for me to the laſt mo- 


ment of my life, 


